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Message Text 


APPRECIATE REF. REPORT ON RICE HARVEST, BUT TRADE IMPACT OF 
PRODUCTION SHORTFALL IS UNCERTAIN. EVEN A 10 PERCENT REDUC- 
TION IN THE CROP WOULD APPEAR TO SERIOUSLY CURTAIL EXPORT 
AVAILABILITIES. PRIOR TO PRODUCTION SETBACK, EXPORTS DURING 
APRIL-MARCH 1977/78 AT 600,000 TONS SEEMED QUITE POSSIBLE, 

BUT THIS LEVEL NOW APPEARS OPTIMISTIC. WOULD APPRECIATE 
YOUR ESTIMATES OF LIKELY PRODUCTION LEVEL FOR 1977 CROP AND 
REVISED EXPORT ESTIMATE FOR 1977/78. BEST GUESSTIMATE OF 
CALENDAR 1978 EXPORTS WOULD ALSO BE APPRECISTED. CHRISTOPHER 
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